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industries, including under that head railway workshop^ ai-.J
saw-mills.

Other important maiiuuctaring undertakings besides these are
wool and paper mills, soap, glass, and cement factories, and the
manufactures of chemicals and matches. The production uf
shellac from die resin secreted by the !ac insect is one of the most
ancient industries ot India; the film industry, one or the most
modern, is growing very rapidly. Printing presses turn out
India^ 150 daily papers in many different languages, and there is
a large production of books.

A feature in the development of modern industry in India is
the use of electric power. Coming late into the industrial field,
Indian firms have been able to avail themselves of many recent
inventions. The cotton mills of Bombay are driven by the hydro-
electric plant erected by the Tata firm; other schemes supply
current for industrial purposes in Madras, Mysore, the United
Provinces, and the Punjab, India possesses almost unlimited re-
sources of hydro-electric power from her great rivers, and many
of the new large-scale irrigation works have been constructed so
that this power may be used for future industrial developments.
This is all the more important as, apart from cost of transport, so
much of India's coal is of second quality, unsuitable for converting
into coke.

In the Indian factories conditions in respect of length of hours,
employment of women and children, guarding of machinery,
etc., inside those factories which come under the Factories Acts
are on the whole satisfactory, i.e. in all those factories which use
power and employ more than .twenty or, in some cases, more
than ten persons. Mr Harold Butler, late Director of the Inter-
national Labour Office at Gendva, reported in 1938 after a visit
to India that *the conditions prevailing in large-scale industry in
India do not compare unfavourably with those in many European
countries*.1

About 20 per cent of the workers in the cotton and jute factories
* Rejwt to LL.O. oa Problems of Industry in the East, p. 11.